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1 . AMTEL CORPORATION PRESIDENT OTTMAR AND HIS FRENCH 
REPRESENTATIVE THOMAS ABELE SPENT AN HOUR FEBRUARY 21 
WITH CHARGE PRIOR TO THEIR APPOINTMENTS WITH BEIL AND 
OTHERS, AND THEN OTTMAR CALLEED CHARGE FROM WEST BERLIN 
SAME EVENING TO REPORT HIGHLIGHTS OF DAY'S DISCUSSIONS 
WITH GDR OFFICIALS. 

2. DURING MORNING SESSION, CHARGE REITERATED THE POINTS 
MADE BY DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY VINCE CONCERNING 
USG INTEREST IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE US/GDR TRADE 
COUNCIL. IN RESPONSE TO OTTMAR S QUESTION, CHARGE SPENT 
SOME TIME REVIEWING BACKGROUN OF CONSULAR CONVENTION. 
INCLUDING THE NATIONALITY QUESTION, AND THE LINK BETWEEN 
SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION OF THIS MATTER AND THE OPENING 
OF GDR COMMERCIAL OFFICES IN THE US. CHARGE ALSO 
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EXPRESSED OUR CONCERN ABOUT RECENT GDR MEASURES IN AND 
AROUND BERLIN AND THE POSSIBLE IMPACT THESE COULD HAVE 
ON OUR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE RELATIONS. CHARGE ALSO NOTED 
WE THOUGH IT WOULD BE WORTHWHILE TO EXPAND US SIDE OF 
TRADE COUNCIL. AND OTTMAR INDICATED HE WAS THINKING ALONG 
THESE LINES. HE THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE USEFUL TO INCLUDE A 
REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE NATIONAL MACHINE TOOL BUILDERS 
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ASSOCIATION, ANOTHER BANK, AND POSSIBLY A REPRESENTATIVE 
FROM US CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

3. DURING THE PHONE CALL, OTTMAR SAID THAT HE HAD HAD 
A FULL DAY OF MEETINGS WITH BEIL, SCHMIED, KIRSTEN AND 
OTHERS AND SEEMED TO BE PLEASED WITH THE RECEPTION HE HAD 
BREN GIVEN. HE NOTED THE EAST GERMANS HAD TOLD HIM THAT 

A MAJOR CONTRACT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN AROMATICS 
PLANT, ON WHICH AMTEL HAD BEEN BIDDING THROUGH THE FRENCH, 
HAD BEEN AWARDED TO THE JAPANESE. BUT IN RESPONSE TO A 
REQUEST FROM OTTMAR THE EAST GERMANS SAID THEY WOULD BE 
WILLING TO REVIEW A NEW BID WHICH AMTEL COULD PREPARE 
WITHIN THE NEXT TWO TO FOUR WEEKS FOR HALF THE BUSINESS 
INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTING THE PLANT. 

4. ON FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS ON THE US/GDR TRADE COUNCIL, 
OTTMAR SAID BEIL HAD GIVEN HIM A SECOND VERSION OF THE 
DRAFT CHARTER WHICH OTTMAR HAD NOT YET HAD A CHANCE TO 
REVIEW. HE DID NOT KNOW THEREFORE WHAT NEW POINTS THERE 
MIGHT BE IN IT. OTTMAR INDICATED HE WOULD MAKE THIS 
VERSION AVAILABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT. BEIL ALSO CONTINUED 
TO PRESS TO HAVE THE GDR SIDE OF THE COUNCIL VISIT THE US 

IN MAY/JUNE 1977. AT THE SAME TIME, BEIL URGED OTTMAR 
AND SEVERAL OF HIS COLLEAGUES TO VISIT THE MARCH 
LEIPZIG FAIR, AND OTTMAR APPARENTLY WILL MAKE AN EFFORT 
TO DO SO. BEIL EXPRESSED INTEREST IN TECHNICAL SALES 
SEMINARS IN THE GDR, AND AN INTEREST IN HAVING GDR 
TECHNICAL DAYS IN MAY 1978 IN THE US, AND ASKED THAT THIS 
INTEREST BE CONVEYED TO COMMERCE DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
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SECRETARY DOWNEY. 

5. COMMENT: BECAUSE OF HIS INTEREST IN DEVELOPING 
BUSINESS IN THE GDR, WHICH HE SEES AS A POTENTIALLY 
GOOD MARKET, OTTMAR APPEARS TO BE WILLING TO GO ALONG 
WITH WHATEVER BEIL MAY RECOMMEND IN TERMS OF THE FORMATION 
OF THE US/GDR TRADE COUNCIL. I ALSO HAVE THE IMPRESSION 

THAT WHILE OTTMAR WAS PREPARED TO LISTEN WITH INTEREST 
TO OUR CONCERNS ABOUT GDR PERFORMANCE ON THE CONSULAR 
CONVENTION AND WITH RESPECT TO BERLIN, THESE DO NOT SEEM 
TO RANK HIGH IN TERMS OF AN APPARENT DESIRE TO GET A 
FOOT IN THE DOOR HERE IN TERMS OF FUTURE BUSINESS.POLANSKY 
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